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Abstract

The aim of this study is to elucidate the perceived growth of nursing students resulting from their
experience as Open Campus staff. Semi-structured individual interviews were conducted with three fourth-
year students and six graduates from the Department of Health Sciences who had previously served as
Open Campus staff. In the interviews, participants were asked to freely discuss their experiences, reflecting
on their activities as Open Campus staff and expressing how they perceived changes and personal growth.
The collected data underwent repeated careful readings, and passages related to student growth were
extracted. These passages were then categorized while confirming the similarity of their semantic content.

Consequently, the nursing students' experiential growth through their involvement as staff in the open
campus has been identified in five categories: [Communication Skills], [Broadening of Perspectives],
[Adaptability], [Teamwork], and [Planning Skills].

Communication skills were composed of six subcategories: [speaking ability], [public speaking
ability], [listening skills], [ability to interact with people of various generations], [creating an approachable
atmosphere], and [adapting communication to the other person]. Broadening of Perspectives consisted of
three subcategories: [ability to see the whole picture], [acceptance and understanding of others], and [ability
to foresee the future]. Adaptability was structured with three subcategories: [flexibility in responding to
situations], [proactive behavior], and [confident actions]. Teamwork included four subcategories: [ability
to lead a group], [dependency on others], [coordination skills], and [interpersonal communication among
staff]. Planning skills were constituted by the subcategory [ability to formulate plans]. Becoming an open
campus staff member was considered not only contributing to the activation of the open campus but also
beneficial for the personal growth of the students. It was believed to be beneficial even in their future roles

as nurses.
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